
Annual FHS Meeting                October 17, 2012                    at Freedom Town Hall 

 

Present from Executive Board: President John Shipman, Vice President Dick Many, Treasurer Tom 

Luke, Secretary Gale Morris, Curator Bonnie Burroughs; Directors Sylvia Carney, Nadine Chapman, 

Ellen Many, Art Robinson.    Absent: Director Dotty Brooks, Asst. Curator Scott Cunningham. 

 

John Shipman opened the Annual Meeting/Potluck Supper by asking Pastor Larry Wogman to say 

the blessing before dinner.  Then the forty two members who gathered at 5:30 enjoyed a wonderful 

meal. At 6:20 John opened the brief business meeting.  Papers were distributed so the general 

membership could view financial statements and descriptions of the past year's activities of the Society.  

John presented a fine slide show to illustrate both physical improvements to our property and programs 

conducted in the community for young and old.  He reported that we have had excellent work done by 

volunteers on a variety of projects both outdoors and inside, and that the intent of the Board is to keep 

moving forward in terms of increased membership, maintenance, programming, organization of the 

rooms and collection, and fund raising.  He thanked all the volunteers. 

 

On specific projects this past year:  

Calendars on photos of Freedom barns sold out but another 50 were to be ordered, with 35 of those 

already spoken for by people.  Next year the theme will be community life in Freedom, and John 

encouraged us to start taking photographs on this topic now so we can produce the 2014 calendar in 

good time.  He told about the visit to the museum by Freedom elementary schoolchildren and the 

summer history scavenger hunt that was well attended by kids too.  We will be organizing our program 

series for next year, and John welcomed topic input from the membership.  The raffle dinner held in 

September raised $605 for the Society, and the money was being directed towards the much needed 

acquisition of room darkening shades, as suggested by a consultation with Jane Nylander.  Archiving 

continues on most Thursday evenings to assemble papers, photos and ephemera into specific categories 

for easier access when doing research on Freedom.   

Other plans for 2013-14 will include getting the FHS book collection catalogued and entered into the 

Freedom Public Library system.  The books will be kept at the museum, but the titles and subjects will 

be accessible at the library.  Art work will be tended to, and it was hoped that more pieces could be 

framed or mounted and displayed at Town Hall for all of Freedom to enjoy.  Display organization will 

be improved so that different pieces of the collection can be spotlighted, perhaps on Saturdays, and 

subject focus can be changed around to keep people coming back to look at all the objects and papers 

and photos, etc., that we are lucky enough to have.  In finance, our report this year to date shows a net 

income of $4,617, with the Reserve Fund at $3,617.  The cash balance as of 9/30/12 was $18,460.   

Membership renewals as well as new memberships were encouraged, and it was said that “donations” 

beyond dues are always welcomed.  

 

John thanked the members for supporting the work of the Board and the Society as a whole, and 

expressed optimism that we approach the future with positive upward movement as we work to 

preserve Freedom's history and maintain its importance and interest to this community.  

Then John made the motion to nominate two new directors:  Pet Plunges and John Woodard.  

Peter Park seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously by the membership present.  John 

thanked Ellen Many and Art Robinson for their service these past years as directors who are retiring, 

but we hope they will keep volunteering for projects.  The business meeting was adjourned, and people 

went upstairs to hear a very interesting program on “New Hampshire Towns and the Civil War” by 

Prof. Emeritus at Dartmouth Jere Daniell.  Over 60 people attended.  Next Board Meeting, Nov. 28
th

, 

at library, time to be determined. 

   Submitted by Gale Morris 



  


